


Does it reaDy matter ifl actually join a church? 

Isn't my persoll2l relationship with .resus 
what reaDy matters? 

A team has a roster, a business has employees, a country has 
citizens, and a chmch has members. We all have a need to 
belong_ 

When we become a Christ-follower by accepting Jesus as our 
Lord and Savior, we automatically become members of the 
body of Christ We have an invisible and unbreakable bond that 
links us to Christ and to each other_ Becoming a chUICh 
member makes something that is invisible become visible. 
Membership can be a significant udefining moment" in our 
Christ-followingjomney_ 

Believers in the New Testament clearly identified themselves 
with a specific local group of believers and elders and were 
challenged to become committed participants_ We want to 
follow that hiblical precedent, and membership is our way of 
doing that 

Unlike membership in social organizations or sports teams, 
becoming a member of a local chmch signifies something deep, 
something fundamental to our Christian lives_ Membership 
makes possible a community life that could never be 
experienced by a collection of Uattendees". Such a C<mIIlUIlity 
is marked by promises of serving one another, willingness to 
resolve conflicts hiblically, pastorn1 care, and joining together 
to serve God both within and beyond the local chUICh_ 
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